ECONOMIC AND TRADE STATISTICS

INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT, U.S. & FOREIGN COMMERCIAL SERVICE AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
STATE, 2004. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES.

This single chapter on economic and trade statistics is excerpted from the FY 2005 Country Commercial Guide for
Kuwait. The full text of the report is also available on this website.

CHAPTER 10
ECONOMIC & TRADE STATISTICS

APPENDIX A: COUNTRY DATA

Population: 2,420,000 (2002)

Religion: Islam predominates, but other religions are publicly practiced
Government System: Constitutional Hereditary Emirate

Language: Arabic (official), English widely spoken.

Work Week: Saturday -Wednesday

APPENDIX B: THE DOMESTIC ECONOMY

All figures in U.S. $ Millions, unless otherwise 2000 2001 2002
indicated

GDP(Nominal) 37,777 36,150 37,250
Real GDP Growth 1.7% 0.8% 1.4%
Government Spending (% of GDP) 33.48% 37.56% 40%
Inflation Rate 1.9% 2.7% 2.5%
Unemployment Rate 3.0% 3.5% 3.5%
Foreign Exchange Reserves 2,245 2,761 3,000
Average Forex Rate (US § per KD) 0.3068 0.3065 0.3060
Debt Service Ratio 7.7% 9.7% 8.4%

Sources: Central Bank of Kuwait; Ministry of Planning; Embassy Estimates

Please Note: Country Commercial Guides are available to U.S. exporters on the website:
http://www.export.gov or contact the U.S. Commercial Service office in Kuwait by fax at (965) 538-0281
or email at kuwait.city.office.box@mail.doc.gov

Country Commercial Guides can be ordered in hard copy or on diskette from the National Technical
Information Service (NTIS) at 1-800-553-NTIS. U.S. exporters seeking general export
information/assistance or country-specific commercial information should consult with their nearest
Export Assistance Center of the U.S. Department of Commerce's Trade Information Center at (800)
USA-TRADE, or go to one of the following websites: www.usatrade.gov or www.tradeinfo.doc.gov

To the best of our knowledge, the information contained in this report is accurate as of the date published.
However, The Department of Commerce does not take responsibility for actions readers may take based
on the information contained herein. Readers should always conduct their own due diligence before
entering into business ventures or other commercial arrangements. The Department of Commerce can
assist companies in these endeavors.
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